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A Foreign Affair

David Arquette, Tim Blake Nelson and Emily Mortimer shine in this delicate romance about two brothers who discover themselves on a trip to St. Petersburg, Russia, where they go on a two-week romance tour in search of a wife.  Tim Blake Nelson plays Jake, the pragmatic older brother who realizes that the only way he and his brother will survive after their mother dies is to find a good woman to cook, clean and care for them on their isolated farm.  Arquette plays Josh, the younger brother whose shyness borders on agoraphobia.  In St. Petersburg, Jake methodically interviews one potential Russian bride after another, attracting the attention of Angela (Mortimer), a journalist filming a documentary on the romance tour phenomenon.  But Josh, unable to get with Jake’s program, is transformed by the city and its women into something of a satyr, putting his brother’s plan in jeopardy.

About the Production

After an explicit ‘OK’ from their wives, they went on a tour of their own – 

starting in St. Petersburg, Russia…
The idea for A Foreign Affair took shape after writer Geert Heetebrij and director Helmut Schleppi met in January 1999.  Heetebrij was working as a story editor in Hollywood and Schleppi had just sold his Dutch-based production company and moved his entire family to Los Angeles. Both were looking for new adventures and making their own movie was a dream they both shared. 

Heetebrij ran across the concept of mail order brides on the Internet and began working on an outline in the summer of 2000.  Meanwhile, Schleppi was commissioned to work on a commercial for a winery in Perth, Australia to be produced by Bijker Productions, a Dutch production company owned by Dirk Jan Bijker – a good friend of Schleppi’s.  When Schleppi discussed the concept of spousal search in Russia for the film with Bijker, he loved the idea so much he signed on as executive producer.

It was fairly easy for Heetebrij to conceptualize the set-up on the farm; his wife had grown up in the Midwest, spending many summers around her grandparents’ roadside vegetable stand.  More challenging would be the scenes involving the romance tour in Russia. 

Both Heetebrij and Schleppi felt the only way to construct a realistic story about romance tours would be to actually experience a real one.  They contacted ‘Foreign Affair’ (AFA), one of the biggest companies that organize romance tours.  After an explicit ‘OK’ from their wives, they went on a tour of their own – to St. Petersburg, Russia. 

The next days were like studying human wildlife…

On their way out of baggage claim in St. Petersburg, they met up with their local liaison, Sergei Beck.  He ended up being Emily Mortimer's location manager during the making of her documentary which her character, Angela, shoots within the film.

The tour company’s first stop on the trip was to the AFA office.  The Russian office manager, in perfect English, explained to them how to get through the thousands and thousands of profiles with great efficiency – showing them 'fast tricks' on the computer and handing them maps with the newest profiles.  

They also had a chance to talk with other tour members but found some had no time waste,  busily rushing through the countless pictures of beautiful, marriage-minded women. “Man, this is like being a kid in a candy store,” said John (54), looking extremely exhausted.  That first night Heetebrij and Schleppi drank Russian beer and chatted with tour clients.  Ken, the owner of AFA, introduced them to the group and found they were more responsive when they learned the two were only there for the research and not a wife.

At the end of the night, after being back in their hotel room for not more than three minutes, the phone rang.  “A friendly voice asked if we wanted them to send us a young lady,” Schleppi explained.  Heetebrij politely declined the offer.  “When I asked him who it was, he responded: ‘room service.’”

That was when the first stage of writing the script began.

The next days were like studying human wildlife. The clients, all with impressive professional resumes, seemed to get a real ego-boost from this adventure.  Some shared the fact it was the first time in years they dared to dance again…without having to get drunk first.  All inhibitions seem to go out the window.

A 35-year old American was wondering how his friends back home would react if he brought a 18-year old redhead back to California with him. “Would she even stay or take off with the first surfer dude she'd meet,” he pondered. An ex-marine explained to us how strategic it was that after losing the cold war, American men were invading Russia to take the elite of the Russian gene pool home. 

She said, 'Men are beasts and you should show that in your film…’

On the third day, they met a witty French journalist named Angela who had just spent six grueling months covering the war in Chechnya and assigned to complete a story on romance tours.  She was deeply offended by the entire tour phenomenon but, strangely enough, seemed to warm up to both Schleppi and Heetebrij.  “She was very amused by the idea that we, as married men, had chosen this rather risky project,” said Schleppi.  “She admired our wives. She kept an eye on us and saw it as her mission to influence the script in every way possible. She said, 'Men are beasts and you should show that in your film.’”

AFA had promised the tour clients that attending socials would be the highlight of the tour.  They were forewarned about the “players” – women who looked great, acted nice, and said whatever the men wanted to hear but were just interested in the game, getting a free date with a westerner.  For these women, catching the men was the most interesting part of the scenario.

Entering the Hollywood Nightclub was like entering another world. None of the men had been in this kind of position – 200 women totally dedicated to13 tour clients.  Some of the men even became noticeably nervous and huddled in packs near the bar. 

If they weren't talking to tour clients or would-be brides, Schleppi and Heetebrij spent time on pre-production scouting around the St. Petersburg area.  They visited the city's Theatrical Institute to scout for actresses and various film schools in the region for other crew and affordable equipment.  

By trip's end, the majority of the tour clients had had a fantastic time – some had forgotten everything about their original mission and returned back home still very single while some found their “significant others.” 

Once home, Schleppi and Heetebrij realized the film would be more realistic if they used real environments as backgrounds and real romance tour clients as extras.  They felt the energy of the scenes would be much stronger.  

Later in the summer of 2001, they met with actor/director Tim Blake Nelson who had expressed interest in the film.  “He was an extremely energetic, passionate filmmaker and it was apparent he would add another powerful engine to our little project,” said Schleppi.  They left it up to Tim to decide on which brother to play.  After expressing interest in the character of Jake, Tim recommended friend, David Arquette, for the role of Josh.

By September 2001, both were locked in and then the events of September 11th unfolded.  Tim and David were at the Toronto International Film Festival with another film they had worked on together, Tim’s third feature as a director, “The Grey Zone.”  Understandably, both were also very hesitant to commit to flying to Russia in December for principal photography. They eventually did sign on with their roles in front of the camera – and behind.  Both served as executive producers for the film.

The production also suffered the unexpected loss of another executive producers and good friend, Dirk-Jan Bijker.  Bijker had been influential and a large part of the film’s development and made both Schleppi and Heetebrij re-think going on with production.

A couple days after the funeral, Bijker’s wife Tonneke encouraged them to continue on with the project.  Their sons, David and Esli, who had experience with documentary and dramatic television concurred with Tonneke and even signed on to work with them.  Esli Bijker was the 2nd unit DP and David J. Bijker became the production coordinator.  

By late November, Schleppi, Heetebrij and the Bijker brothers arrived in St. Petersburg – line producer Amy Segal had arrived earlier to work on scouting and preparing locations.  After presenting the Globus Films staff – who were going to be spearheading the Russian production unit  – with the production schedule, they were told it was much too ambitious.  

What they did was use all their negotiating skills – learned during all their years of making documentaries under similar conditions, with even smaller budgets. They would also be dependent on weather conditions and the willingness of the local police (and Mafia).  They crossed their fingers. 

The highlight of this period was the arrival of the cast: David Arquette, Tim Blake Nelson, Emily Mortimer and Larry Pine.  Miraculously, everybody arrived on schedule.  The filmmakers shared rented apartments with the rest of crew in the center of the city while the actors stayed at the Sheraton. 

They also changed Emily Mortimer’s character, Angela Beck, from a newspaper correspondent to a TV reporter.  On the days that she wasn't scheduled to shoot in St. Petersburg, she was roaming around the city to make a real documentary featuring actual tour clients and would-be brides. Her cameraman, also featured in the film, is Esli Bijker. This documentary footage featuring actual tour clients is what is woven throughout the film. 

Thanks to their inventive and very flexible director of photography, David Mullen, the schedule worked out wonderfully, and so did working with real  sets and real tour clients as extras. The crew also liked working with the Russian beauties as extras; over the course of the production, they ran into several of them in the hallways of the apartments…

The farm portion of the film was shot in and around Nuevo Casas Grandes, Mexico during the last week of February 2002.  Interior scenes were shot inside the house owned by American immigrants.  The family was part of a Mormon group who left Utah over a 100 years ago to start a colony in Mexico, but have retained a distinct American identity.  The owner was an elderly woman in her 80’s who had lived there her entire life, and who now shared it with one of her grown children. From the moment they walked in the house, they knew it would be the Adams family house. It hardly required set dressing.

The exteriors of the farm were filmed on a remote Mennonite colony, about an hour north in a valley dotted with Mennonite farms. 

Cast

DAVID ARQUETTE (Josh Adams)

David Arquette is one of the most versatile working actors today, possessing the natural ability to shift from comedic to dramatic roles with ease.

The last two years, Arquette has worked non-stop.  His role in Lions Gate’s Holocaust drama THE GREY ZONE, directed by Tim Blake Nelson won him critical praise.  Shot in Eastern Europe for Academy Award winning producers Christine Vachon and Pamela Koffler of Killer Films, the film also starred Harvey Keitel, Steve Buscemi and Mira Sorvino.

In HAPPY HERE AND NOW, directed by Michael Almereyda (HAMLET), Arquette plays Eddie Mars, a shy bug exterminator who socializes via a bolder cyberspace alter ego.  When a girl vanishes in New Orleans, her sister sets out to find her spurred by a slender initial lead:  the disappeared girl’s last contact with the “cyber” Eddie Mars.

He also stars in STEALING SINATRA, with William H. Macy, Ryan Browning and Thomas Ian Nicholas for Showtime Films.  The film is based on the true story of the 1963 kidnapping of Frank Sinatra, Jr.  Arquette plays Barry Keenan, the mastermind behind the kidnapping. Ron Underwood directs from a script written by Howard Korder.  David Collins and Ron Ziskin are the executive producers of the film. 

Arquette top-lined the successful comedies SEE SPOT RUN and NEVER BEEN KISSED.  He became a household name by starring as Deputy Dewey in the SCREAM trilogy.  Original plans called for Arquette’s character to be killed off in the first installment but his scene stealing efforts assured his Dewey’s longevity in the subsequent sequels.  David received a Blockbuster Award for his role in NEVER BEEN KISSED. 

Discovered at Sundance for his role in JOHNS in 1997, Arquette has been involved as both actor and producer in five films that have made their debut at the same prestigious Film Festival.  In 1997 he starred and co-produced the Sundance entry DREAM WITH THE FISHES, written and directed by Finn Taylor.  At Sundance in 1998, Arquette starred opposite Stanley Tucci and Kate Capshaw in THE ALARMIST based on Keith Reddin’s play LIFE DURING WARTIME.  In 2002, he starred in EIGHT LEGGED FREAKS for Warner Bros. and producers Roland Emmerich and Dean Devlin.  On the small screen, Arquette recently had a cameo role in IT’S A VERY MERRY MUPPET CHRISTMAS MOVIE on NBC.

Arquette often gives time to charitable causes particularly children’s organizations such as Camp Laurel, which provides a positive physical and mental escape from living with HIV/AIDS.  In honor of his mother, who passed away from breast cancer, Arquette is also involved with various Breast Cancer benefits. Arquette is married and lives in Los Angeles.

TIM BLAKE NELSON (Jake Adams)

As an acclaimed actor, writer and director, Tim Blake Nelson continues to amaze audiences with his versatility.  

As an actor, Nelson recently co-starred in Miguel Arteta's  THE GOOD GIRL opposite Jennifer Aniston, Jake Gyllenhaal, John C. Reily and Zoey Deschannel.  The film was nominated for a 2002 Independent Spirit Award for "Best Feature."  

Additionally, Tim recently starred in Finn Taylor's CHERISH opposite Robin Tunney, Steven Spielberg's MINORITY REPORT co-starring Tom Cruise, Samantha Morton and Colin Farrell and the Coen Brother's acclaimed hit O BROTHER, WHERE ART THOU with George Clooney and John Turturro.  The film was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Picture - Musical or Comedy.  In addition to starring in the film, Nelson recorded a song for the O BROTHER soundtrack, which won a Grammy Award.

Nelson will next star in Andrew Davis' HOLES opposite Sigourney Weaver and Jon Voight in April 2003 for Disney. 

Nelson recently wrapped production on MAX & GRACE opposite Natasha Lyonne and WONDERLAND opposite Val Kilmer and Lisa Kudrow.

Nelson's other screen acting credits include Terrence Malick's THE THIN RED LINE, Mike Newell's DONNIE BRASCO, Hal Hartley's AMATEUR, Nora Ephron's THIS IS MY LIVE and Larry McMurtry's DEAN MAN’S WALK.

Nelson's THE GREY ZONE, which he wrote and directed, starred Harvey Keitel, Steve Buscemi, Mira Sorvino, David Arquette, Allan Corduner and Natasha Lyonne.  The film premiered at the 2001 Toronto Film Festival and opened October 11, 2002.  THE GREY ZONE is a dramatic story of the Sonderkommandos, special squads of Jews who processed corpses in the crematoria at Birkenau.  Shot in Bulgaria, THE GREY ZONE is based on his Award winning play.  The National Board of Review (2002) honored the film with a "Special Recognition of Films that Reflect the Freedom of Expression."

Tim also directed O, a contemporary adaptation of Shakespeare's "Othello" starring Martin Sheen, Julia Stiles, Josh Hartnett, and Mekhi Phifer for Lions Gate.  O premiered at the 2001 Seattle Film Festival, where Tim was awarded Best Director.

Nelson wrote and directed the film EYE OF GOD, starring Martha Plimpton, Hal Holbrook and Kevin Anderson, which appeared at the 1997 Sundance Film Festival, and was released theatrically in the United States later that year.  The film received the top award at the 1997 Seattle Film Festival, as well as the Tokyo Bronze Prize at the Tokyo Film Festival.  

As a playwright, Nelson's produced plays include "The Grey Zone," "Eye of God" and "Anna Darko."  He has also acted extensively in New York Theatre.  Tim's credits include "Oedipus," "Troilus and Cressida," "Les Bourgeois Avant-Garde," "Mac Wellman's Dracula," "The Amazon's Voice," "An Imaginary Life," "The Baltimore Waltz," "Mad Forest," "The Innocents Crusade," "Richard III" and "Twelfth Night."

Nelson was born and raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  He is a graduate of Brown University and the Julliard Theater Center.  He resides in New York City with his wife and 2 sons.       

EMILY MORTIMER (Angela Beck)

This summer British actress Emily Mortimer was seen in the highly anticipated film Lovely and AMAZING, that was the toast of last year’s Toronto Film Festival.  It is a comical, bittersweet tale of four hapless but resilient women and the lessons they learn in keeping up with the hectic demands of their individual neuroses.  Emily stars as Elizabeth, a self-doubting actress whose career is beginning to take off and who compulsively takes home stray dogs - saving them whether or not they need to be saved.  The film, also starring Catherine Keener and Brenda Blethyn, opened the LA Film Festival in June to great critical acclaim and was released by Metrodome in UK in August 2002.  The LA Times said of her performance “ ..the one performance that I have seen this summer that should be a no-brainer come awards time is Emily Mortimer’s heartbreakingly insecure actress in Nicole Holofcener’s LOVELY AND AMAZING.

Last year Emily starred opposite Samuel L. Jackson in the highly successful 51ST STATE.  Directed by acclaimed Hong Kong action director Ronny Yu, 51ST STATE is the story of Elmo McElroy (Jackson), a streetwise American master chemist who heads to England to sell his special new formula - a powerful, blue concoction guaranteed to take you to the 51ST STATE, to provide a feeling 51 times more powerful than any thrill, any pleasure, any high in history.  But his plans for a quick, profitable score go awry when he gets stuck in Liverpool with an unlikely escort and becomes entangled in a bizarre web of double-dealing and double-crosses.  Mortimer stars as the assassin Dakota, a tough beauty with a sniper rifle sent to track McElroy down.  The film also starring Robert Carlyle, Meat Loaf, Rhys Ifans, Ricky Tomlinson and Sean Pertwee, was released at the end of last year in the UK and will be released as Formula 51 in the US on October 18th.

Mortimer recently completed filming Young Adam, an independent production by first time  feature writer/director David Mackenzie.  Set in 1950s Glasgow, the film, adapted from Trocchi’s novel of the same name, tells the story of Joe (Ewan McGregor), a rootless barge-worker who witnessed the accidental drowning of  his ex-lover Cathie played by Emily.  Joe remains silent about his crime even when an innocent man is put on trial for Cathie's murder and is ultimately sentenced.  This dark, erotic piece also stars Tilda Swinton and Peter Mullan.  It will be released in the UK in 2003 by Warner Bros.

Her other feature film credits include The Kid opposite Bruce Willis for Disney; the award winning Notting Hill, Wes Craven's Scream 3, Kenneth Branagh's LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST and David Keating's The Last of the High Kings for Miramax; Shekhar Kapur's  award-winning Elizabeth; and Phillip Noyce's The Saint; Stephen Hopkins' The Ghost and the Darkness for Paramount;  and Guy Jenkin's The Sleeping Dictionary, opposite Bob Hoskins and Jessica Alba.  


Mortimer has also starred in a range of television roles including John Irvin's telepic “Noah's Ark” for NBC/Hallmark.  Other roles include Giles Foster's “Coming Home;” BBC1’s “A Dance to the Music of Time,” Mike Barber's “Silent Witness,” and Roger Bamford's “No Bananas” also for BBC; Guy Jenkins' “Lord of Misrule” and “A Very Open Prison” for Hat Trick; Jeremy Silberston's “Midsomer Murders” for ITV; and Sarah Hellings “The Glass Vergin” for Festival

Emily’s theatre credits include the productions of “The Merchant of Venice” for the Lyceum Theatre and “The Lights” for the Royal Court.


While studying English at Oxford University, Mortimer had starring roles in numerous stage productions, including: Ophelia in “Hamlet” at Oxford Shakespeare Festival, Gertrude in “Hamlet” and Lady Nijo/Winn in “Top Girls” at the Edinburgh festival 1992, Miss Burstner/Leni in “The Trial” at the Oxford Playhouse, and Helena in “A Midsummer Nights Dream” at the Old Fire Station, Oxford.  She also devised, directed and acted in a production of “Don Juan,” which was a Drama Cupper's Winner in 1990.


Emily Mortimer returned to the UK in November to commence principle photography for Bright Young Things directed by Stephen Fry.  Emily will star as Nina Blount, a society girl, part of a party fast set in which genuine relationships are difficult to maintain.  Based on the Evelyn Waugh classic, Vile Bodies, the film will also star Jim Broadbent and Judi Dench.

She divides her time between London and Los Angeles.

LARRY PINE (Ken) 

Larry Pine hails from Midland, Texas and graduated from North Texas State University where he studied drama.  He moved to New York in 1966 and completed graduate work at New York University.  


Pine’s extensive theater background includes 2001’s “The Seagull,” opposite Meryl Streep and “Angels in America.”  His other credits include Andre Gregory’s “Uncle Vanya,” Eric Bogosian’s “Talk Radio” and Hal Prince’s “The Taming of the Shrew.”

Pine’s film work is just as comprehensive, with roles in Jonathan Nossiter’s Sunday, which won the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance in 1997; Louis Malle’s Vanya on 42nd Street, Tim Robbins’ Dead Man Walking; Ang Lee’s The Ice Storm; Lasse Hallstrom’s The Shipping News; Wes Anderson’s The Royal Tenenbaums; and both Small Time Crooks and Celebrity for Woody Allen.  He recently wrapped on The Clearing with Robert Redford, Willem Dafoe and Helen Mirren.

His television work includes recurring roles on HBO’s “Oz” and ABC’s “All My Children.”  His other work includes “Law & Order,” “One Life to Live,” “The Street” and “The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd.”

LOIS SMITH (Ma Adams) 

Since the 1950s, the legendary Lois Smith has appeared in a number of memorable films, including the classics East of Eden and Five Easy Pieces, which garnered her a Best Supporting Actress Award from the National Society of Film Critics in 1970.  Other credits include 2002’s Minority Report; The Pledge; Tumbleweeds; Fried Green Tomatoes; Green Card; Dead Man Walking; and Twister.

Smith was nominated for a Best Supporting Actress Tony in 1990 for “The Grapes of Wrath” and in 1996 for “Buried Child.” Her other Broadway credits include “Blues for Mr. Charlie;” “Orpheus Descending;” “The Young and the Beautiful;” and “Time Out for Ginger.”  Off-Broadway, she has appeared in “The Vagina Monologues;” “Defying Gravity” and “Dog Logic” both for the American Place Theatre; “Dog Logic” for the Circle Repertory; and “The Glass Menagerie” at City Center.

Smith studied with Lee Strasberg at the Actors’ Studio and taught at the Julliard.  She is a member of the Steppenwolf Theatre Company in Chicago and currently resides in New York City.

Filmmakers

HELMUT SCHLEPPI (Director/Operating Cameraman/Executive Producer/Editor)

Helmut Schleppi graduated from the Film Academy in Brussels, Belgium in 1989.  After filming, directing and producing mainly documentaries in Europe for ten years, he relocated to Los Angeles where he met Geert Heetebrij.  They collaborated on a number of television projects before producing A Foreign Affair, their first feature film.

Geert Heetebrij (Writer/ Executive Producer)

Dutch writer-producer Geert Heetebrij is a graduate of Calvin College in Michigan and the Los Angeles Film Studies Center in California. From 1996 through 1999, Geert was story editor for  Eo Productions in Los Angeles.

Music

CUDDLE UP A LITTLE CLOSER LOVEY MINE

Lyrics by O.A Hauerbach (Otto Harbach). Music by Karl Hoschna

Performed by Kate Miner

Published by M. Witmark & Sons, NY, 1908

SPEAKING WITH THE ANGEL

Written and performed by Ronald Eldon Sexsmith

Used by permission of Songs of Universal, Inc. (BMI)

Courtesy of Interscope Records under license from Universal Music

Enterprises

FUNNEL OF LOVE

Written by Kent Westberry, Charlie McCoy 

Performed by Paula Frazer & Tarnation

Used by permission of Universal - Songs of Polygram International, Inc. (BMI)

Courtesy of Paula Frazer & Tarnation

MOTHER'S CHILD

Written by Christine Anu & Stuart Crichton

Performed by Christine Anu

Used by permission of Chrysalis Music (ASCAP) on behalf of Mushroom Music Pty. Ltd. and by permission of Songs Of Universal, Inc. (BMI) on behalf of Reverb Music Ltd. 

Licensed Courtesy of Festival Mushroom Records, Australia

SHAKE IT!

Written by Gen Rubin & Cheryl Yie Rubin

Performed by April

Used by permission of Groobin Music (ASCAP)/Hear Yie Music (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Agenda Records

SHE’S THE ONE

Written by Karl Wallinger

Performed by Robbie Williams

Used by permission of Universal-Polygram International Publishing, Inc. on behalf of Polygram Music Publishing Ltd. (ASCAP)

Courtesy of EMI Records

Under license from EMI Film & TV Music

AMADO MIO

Written by Doris Fisher & Allan Roberts

Performed by Pink Martini

Used by permission of Universal/MCA Music Publishing (ASCAP) A.D.O. Universal Studios, Inc. on behalf of Doris Fisher Music Corporation and Allan Roberts Music Co. and by permission of Music Sales Corporation (ASCAP) on behalf of Allan Roberts Music Co. for the US 

Courtesy of Heinz Records

UNDER THE MILKY WAY

Written by Steve Kilbey & Karin Jansson

Performed by Tripping Jar

Used by permission of Music Sales Corporation (ASCAP) and by permission of Universal/MCA Music Publishing, a division of Universal Studios, Inc. (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Music Sales Corporation obo Tripping Jar

TABOO

Written by Tom Nichols, Henk Pool & Bas van den Heuvel

Performed by Susan van der Velde

PUBLISHED BY A3 Songs (Universal Music Publishing B.V.)/Good Groove Songs Ltd. (Universal Music Publishing Ltd.)/BMG Music Publishing B.V.

Used by permission
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