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SYNOPSIS

CONFESSIONS OF A SUPERHERO is a feature length documentary that chronicles the lives of three mortal men and one woman who make their living working as superhero characters on Hollywood Boulevard.  This deeply personal look into their daily routines reveals their hardships and triumphs as they pursue and achieve their own kind of fame.  The Hulk sold his Super Nintendo for a bus ticket to LA; Wonder Woman was a mid western homecoming queen; Batman struggles with his anger, while Superman’s psyche is consumed by the Man of Steel.  Although the Walk of Fame is right beneath their feet, their own paths to stardom prove to be long, hard climbs. 
CONFESSIONS OF A SUPERHERO explores the fascination, obsession and allure of fame through the eyes of some very unique people struggling to make it in Tinseltown. 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

The stretch of Hollywood Boulevard by the Chinese Theatre had always been a place I avoided.  For many people in Los Angeles, Hollywood Boulevard is like Times Square or Disneyland: a tourist attraction.  The few times I’d happened to  drive past the Chinese I’d caught glimpses of people dressed in costumes – superheroes, movie characters, Hollywood icons. Did they work for the city, for the theatre? I had no idea.  I shrugged my shoulders, kept driving, and went on with my day.

Then I happened to direct a commercial on location at the Chinese and kept seeing the characters, particularly Superman. He was as curious about our crew as we were about him.  After we wrapped, I found myself intrigued by Christopher Dennis, aka Superman.  Who is he? Where is he from? What was his childhood like? What is his private life like? I wanted to know more. 

I came back to the Boulevard a week later and found Christopher.  We talked for a bit, then he took me on a tour of his apartment, which turned out to be a shrine to everything Superman. Christopher “Superman” Dennis became our guide into a new world. He introduced us to the other characters – Joe “Hulk” McQueen, Maxwell “Batman” Allen, Jenny “Wonder Woman” Gehrt, and Spike “Spiderman” Henderson. There was a story here, but I didn’t yet know what it was. 

At first I wanted to show the eccentricities of these characters, but I didn’t want to take the easy route and simply make fun of them.  I wanted to peel the onion and go deeper.  I learned that most of the characters had come to Los Angeles seeking fame and fortune; like them, I came here to direct and produce.  We had that in common.

Los Angeles can be an unforgiving place.  It is populated by hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of people vying for a chance to matter.  The way I see it, fame and celebrity are extreme metaphors for feeling like you are somebody.  In this way, Los Angeles itself became a character in CONFESSIONS OF A SUPERHERO, not just its setting.  

As we documented the lives of our superheroes I realized that the movie would not just be about making it in Hollywood, it would be about what each and every one of us wants – to be more than just a small fish in a large sea. We want to make a difference.  On the surface our subjects might seem odd, but deep down all of us can relate to them.  
Of course the chance to work in the entertainment industry is a great challenge to which many aspire, but success is not merely a matter of luck.  Success also has a lot to do with willpower, hard work, practice and a very thick skin.  I learned from making this movie that inner struggles can be as debilitating as outside barriers.

Making a film about the industry I work in was a study in introspection.  I found myself vulnerable to questions about my own career choices along with those made by my subjects, with whom we spent two years.  As they each went through their own ordeals and triumphs, inside, as people, they seemed to remain unchanged.  

I hope the moviegoers will relate to the subjects of our film, whether they work in the industry or are spectators which, underneath, aren’t we all?

- Matt Ogens 
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ABOUT THE SUBJECTS
CHRISTOPHER LLOYD DENNIS, aka Superman, lives in Los Angeles with his wife, Bonnie. He has been portraying Superman on Hollywood Boulevard for 11 years. He has appeared on the Jimmy Kimmel Show 20 times as well as magazines and tv interview shows around the world.

JOE MCQUEEN, The Hulk, came to Hollywood from North Carolina by way of Greyhound bus and was homeless for fours years on the streets of LA while auditioning for television and movie roles.

JENNIFER GEHRT, aka Wonder Woman, grew up in small town Maynardville, Tennessee and was prom queen, homecoming queen, and a cheerleader at her high school. She came to LA to make it as an actress.

MAXWELL ALLEN, aka, Batman, originally from Texas, has been arrested several times on various charges. He works as a security guard on movie sets when he's not working for tips as Batman.
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

MATT OGENS

DIRECTOR/PRODUCER

An accomplished and versatile filmmaker, Ogens has worked on a variety of projects ranging from long-format episodic to commercials.

Ogens directed the series TIMELESS for ESPN which, in 2006, received two EMMY nominations in the sports category – Best Feature and Best Series.  He received his first EMMY nod for ESPN’s prime time series, THE LIFE, for which he directed and produced episodes documenting the real life experiences of some of the top personalities in sports, including an episode chronicling the Angola Prison Rodeo.

His interest in stylistic filmmaking kicked off with a fashion and beauty assignment from CBS, where he directed sequences of the Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show.  For VH1, Ogens directed the pilot, PLAYERS, profiling hip hop superstar, Ludacris, and his meteoric rise to fame. 

Though Ogens is relatively new to commercial work, he has already garnered his share of attention: last year, he was chosen to be part of the SHOOT MAGAZINE “New Directors Showcase,” as well as “Young Guns,” the emerging directors showcase developed by advertising agency Young & Rubicam.  

Ogens recently completed four commercial projects:  five short films for the web in conjunction with spots for HITACHI (www.hitachi.com/truestories); a five-spot, unscripted ESPN package via Ground Zero; a more traditional TYLENOL spot out of Deutsch/NY in which Ogens worked with Oscar-nominated cinematographer Rodrigo Prieto, A.S.C. of Brokeback Mountain, Babel, 21 Grams, 8 Mile; and an award- winning project for the web, mobile phones, and video-on-demand titled, SPLENDA JOURNEYS [won a Gold at the Mixx Awards].  Additional spot projects include over a dozen ads for PING GOLF through the Martin Agency, a long form HP piece via Goodby Silverstein & Partners, and a WildAid PSA out of JWT.  Following Hurricane Katrina, Ogens spent three weeks as one of a handful of filmmakers brought in by the Red Cross to document the devastation.

In the photography world, one of Ogens’ photos from CONFESSIONS OF A SUPERHERO was chosen to be part of the 2007 Images of the Year by American Photo magazine; and two photographic series received Honorable Mention in the International Photography Awards.

CHARLIE GRUET

PRODUCER/D.P.

Charlie Gruet has worked as a director of photography in Los Angeles, and abroad, for the last ten years.  His experience as a shooter in commercials, and documentaries, has created a unique, visual style that blends eye-catching imagery with intimate and emotional content.  Gruet was director of photography on the documentary THE SELF MADE MAN, which explores the highly emotional, and timely, topic of a person’s difficult end-of-life choices.  The film aired on the PBS program, P.O.V., in July 2005.  That documentary received The Center For Documentary Studies Filmmaker Award while in competition at the Full Frame Festival in Durham, North Carolina.  THE SELF MADE MAN was later nominated for an EMMY in the journalism category (long format).  Gruet has recently returned from Port Harcourt, Nigeria, where he was filming a feature documentary chronicling the turbulent situation in the Niger Delta.

JAMIE PATRICOF

PRODUCER

Most recently Jamie Patricof produced HALF NELSON, which premiered at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival.  The film was picked up for distribution by THINKfilm and received rave reviews from Variety, New York Times, The Hollywood Reporter and Entertainment Weekly, culminating in an Academy Award® nomination for Best Actor for Ryan Gosling.  Prior to that Patricof produced POINT & SHOOT, a feature film that premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival in May of 2004.

Patricof also served as Executive Producer of the VH1 show PLAYERS: LUDACRIS, which focused on the daily lives of hip-hop artists set against the backdrop of their rise to fame.  Prior to that he served as Executive Producer on the VH1 special RUN-DMC AND JAM MASTER JAY:  THAT LAST INTERVIEW, a tribute to the seminal hip-hop group.  Patricof was also the creator and Executive Producer of THE LIFE, a 32 episode documentary series on ESPN.  This behind-the-scenes look at athletes’ lives off the field was nominated for an Emmy.  

Before entering the world of television and film, Patricof worked at Rap Sheet magazine and Def Jam Records in marketing and promotions.  He also produced a live stand-up comedy show in NYCthat featured Dave Chappelle, Mike Epps, Colin Quinn, Dean Edwards and many others. 
