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MURDER PARTY

A random invitation to a Halloween party leads a man into the hands of a rogue collective intent on murdering him for the sake of their art, sparking a bloodbath of mishap, mayhem and hilarity.
The Lab of Madness presents MURDER PARTY.  Written and directed by Jeremy Saulnier, produced by Skei Saulnier and Chris Sharp and featuring special effects by Paul Goldblatt, MURDER PARTY was recently honored with the Audience Award at the 2007 Slamdance Film Festival.

SYNOPSIS

It is Halloween night in Brooklyn. Chris, a lonesome and unremarkable fellow, finds a mysterious invitation on the street and follows it to what he thinks will be a fun costume party. It turns out instead to be a lethal trap set by a gang of deranged hipster artists. Their plan is to lure someone to their remote warehouse base and ritually murder them as part of an extreme artistic event, all to impress their wealthy and sinister guru/patron, who soon arrives with his dead-eyed henchman and promises of grant money.

Chris is chained to a chair and gagged while the collective decides upon his fate- each member pitching their most creative kill. After settling upon a midnight stabbing, a vial of Sodium Amytal – truth serum – and several syringes are introduced for a game of ‘Extreme Truth or Dare”.
As the booze-and-drug-fueled night wears on, rivalries within the group flare up with violent consequences. As the body count accrues, Chris must take advantage of the ensuing chaos if he’s ever to escape the warehouse and survive the night.

ABOUT THE LAB OF MADNESS
The Lab of Madness had spent their youth making movies and preparing for the big time, but after attending various film schools, paying industry dues and struggling to get scripts off the ground, years were ticking by with nothing to show. They took matters into their own hands and decided upon an immediate shoot date for their first feature. They tapped into the New York independent film community and assembled a gung-ho team of up and comers. The script for MURDER PARTY was delivered twelve hours before principal photography began. What followed was a serendipitous clusterfuck of jolly mayhem and bloody good times: imagine summer camp, except it’s February, and all the fun happens in a toxic warehouse in Brooklyn! Welcome to Murder Party!
The Lab of Madness is a group of friends from Alexandria, Virginia that started making short movies together in grade school...and has never stopped. Their early collaborations included undead gore-fests (Zombietown USA: the title says it all) and Monty Python-inspired riffs on literary classics (bad wigs and worse British accents, baby!), rogue cop shoot-em-ups (bizarrely fascist, in retrospect) and even the occasional sly social commentary (“Jocks and hippies are stupid!”) These little cinematic gems were quite rough (to put it charitably) but the prevailing attitude back then was “We don’t have girlfriends, we don’t dig the school football games, let’s go shoplift some Karo syrup for fake blood and go to town with Jeremy’s mom’s camcorder!”

Although they’re older and fatter and have mortgages now, that same ‘aw fuck it’ D.I.Y. spirit endures. Throughout the years they’ve created award winning short films, written numerous screenplays, and still managed to maintain their day jobs and (so far) not get divorced.

MURDER PARTY is their feature film debut, a showcase of their collaborative spirit and collective talents, of which they’re quite proud.
WHAT CAME BEFORE MURDER PARTY
If you’ve been near a television set in the last couple of years, you have probably hummed along with a commercial for Maxwell House coffee set to the catchy 1983 Madness tune “Our House.”  After making a living shooting corporate videos, Saulnier shot it “on spec” on mini-DV and pitched it to the brand’s worldwide ad agency, Ogilvy & Mather.  
The commercial “sold through”: Ogilvy ended up airing it just as Saulnier shot it, hired him to direct more domestic spots and finally sent him to Paris, Ireland, Moscow, Morocco and Brazil to direct new spots for each market.  
“I came back from that totally sapped,” Saulnier said recently.  “It was fascinating, but I was craving something totally different, something that involved no singing, no smiles and no censors, but had lots of swear words, scatological humor and tons of gory violence.”  When making MURDER PARTY, Saulnier adds, “We weren’t worried about the market, only complete creative freedom and casting our friends and having shitloads of fun." 

In spite of the fact that MURDER PARTY was for Saulnier a kind of exorcism of corporate filmmaking, he still freelances for Ogilvy & Mather, and a number of the film’s key players continue to work there: Chris Sharp and Skei Saulnier are in-house producers at the agency’s New York offices, while stars Macon Blair and William Lacey work in the video library there.  

Both Saulnier and the film’s Special Makeup Effects artist Paul Goldblatt graduated from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts in 1998, where they had worked on special effects for a classmate’s Senior Thesis film called SOFT FOR DIGGING.  A horror movie written and directed by JT Petty, the film went on to play a number of prestigious film festivals, including Sundance.  More recently, Saulnier and Goldblatt worked on Petty’s S&MAN, a mediation on voyeurism and horror that played at SXSW and the Toronto International Film Festival. 
“J.T. and I knew each other professionally at NYU and were acquaintances, but it wasn't until after graduation that we became true friends.” This relationship, and MURDER PARTY itself, validates a burgeoning Brooklyn horror community.  

OF BROOKLYN, BLADE RUNNER and THE BREAKFAST CLUB
MURDER PARTY’s blood-spattered lampoon of the Williamsburg art scene and accompanying real estate explosion is a classic example of a writer-director riffing on what he knows.
“It was the beginning of my senior year of college and my roommate found a great place in Williamsburg, on South 1st Street and Bedford,” Saulnier recalled recently.  “It was $2,000 for a huge four story house with a huge backyard, a fantastic party palace.  We were all still in college and trying to be cool.  It was cheap living and we had a blast.  But by the time we left a little over a year later, the neighborhood had gone through a major transformation.  The rent went up 80% the day we moved out.”
Visually, MURDER PARTY is also informed by its creators’ collective passion for genre movies.  

“Chris Sharp, Macon Blair and I basically came up with a list of necessary Halloween costumes that you have to have if you are dressing a horror movie ensemble.  You must have a vampire, you must have a werewolf, and to offset those old-school creatures we needed a cyber-punk type.   So we went with the Daryl Hannah character in BLADE RUNNER.” (1982). Cinema-heads will also recognize a character from Walter Hill’s ultra-violent 1979 classic THE WARRIORS. “0ur costume designer Erin Dougherty did an amazing job of creating each character’s unique look. It’s that kind of crowd,” Saulnier says of his gang of deranged hipster artists. “The costumes fit the characters.”

As Saulnier cops to certain cinematic influences on his wardrobe choices, he even more freely admits to stealing an entire shot list from a director whose name isn’t often associated with horror: John Hughes.   

“To prepare for Extreme Truth or Dare, I studied the confession scene from THE BREAKFAST CLUB over and over,” Saulnier says.  “It’s the exact same set-up.  Once our protagonist gets injected, the perspective shifts to a roving steadicam, panning from face to face in the circle of truth.  It borders on satire, but the actors all play it straight, because everything they confess informs future action.”  

FUN THINGS THE FILMMAKERS LEARNED WHILE MAKING MURDER PARTY
1: “Injecting yourself with saline MAY cause unconsciousness!”

To achieve that extra-yucky feel in the truth serum sequence, REAL hypodermic needles were used! In fact, in the movie you are seeing the hand of the on-set physician injecting sterile saline into William’s knuckles and Macon’s arm! The only trouble was that Macon’s tourniquet was left on for about ten minutes for multiple takes (“Where’s that dang vein at?”) and when it came off he promptly fainted. Because Macon is a big tough guy, he grumbled about going to the emergency room, but mother hens Skei and Kate insisted, and when he got there he fainted a few more times. (Pussy.)

2: “Bleeding walls do NOT necessarily mean that Satan lives in your house!”

Sometimes it just means a low budget slasher flick is filming in the apartment above you! During the filming of the climactic White Room Massacre, SO MUCH fake blood was used that it literally soaked down through the floorboards and into the apartment below. The tenants were understandably concerned when, at around 2:00 am, blood began to trickle from the ceiling and down their walls. Yikes! Time for another tenants’ meeting!

3: “Contrary to popular belief, making a movie DOES cost money!”

And not ALL of it can be made fencing stolen bicycles! Sometimes you have to ask other people (usually grownups) for some of THEIR money. These are called “investors,” or “relatives.” And on MURDER PARTY even MORE money than that was needed, so Jeremy and Skei and Chris had to spend every cent of their savings! (Wowza!) They shot half of the movie in February ‘06, then spent two months scraping together a second budget, and in May shot the other half! However, through the use of sophisticated “movie magic” it appears as though everything was shot at the SAME TIME! Cooool!

4. “Directors are easily CONFUSED.”

Eagle-eyed viewers who stick around for the credits might notice that nearly all of the CHARACTERS have the same names as the ACTORS who play them. Coincidence? Not hardly. As it turns out, Director Jeremy has a fairly common learning disability which prevents him from remembering the names of people he has known for several years. (This same disability prevents him from ever returning videos on time, responding to a text message, or NOT peeing on the toilet seat.) In order to minimize confusion on set, Jeremy decided that Paul’s character would be named ‘Paul’, William’s character would be named ‘William’, and so forth. There were some exceptions (such as ‘Zycho’, ‘Lexi’, and ‘Cicero’ who were played, respectively, by Bill, Stacy and Beau) but Jeremy just called them all ‘Actor.’

5. “Snow WILL NOT melt if it’s freezing outside!”

Uh-oh! Jack Frost doesn’t care if you’re already two days behind schedule on your shoot! The Blizzard of 2006 fell on top of the MURDER PARTY production JUST as our groove was starting to be gotten...but no Nor’easter or El Nino was going to break’a OUR stride! We tried using heaters on the great white menace but the melt wasn’t happening fast enough and we had outdoor shots to get that couldn’t be rescheduled...so EVERYONE from grips to gaffers to interns to producers grabbed big orange shovels and went to work. Just remember that whenever you see Hellhammer the Dingo Dog outside the warehouse, there was a SNOW DRIFT there just hours before! Far out!
ABOUT THE CAST
CHRIS SHARP / Christopher S. Hawley, aka THE BROWN KNIGHT
A graduate of Brown University, Chris is yet another novelist residing in the Park Slope area of Brooklyn, NY. He is proficient in edged weapons and detecting ‘shitstorms’. MURDER PARTY marks his feature film debut as a lead actor, although his hands were featured in the Joe“Joey Pants” Pantoliano film Taxman. Costume character credits include McGruff the Crime Dog at the Alexandria Fall Festival (‘89-’90) and the King Street Blues Carnival Pig (summer ‘91.)

SANDY BARNETT / Alexander, aka THE MASTERMIND
A member of the Lab since its early days as Butt Stupid Films, Sandy Barnett is now an old, old man. Formerly a loudmouth gun-toting drunk, he recently started reading books about Buddhism and now he’s really into flowers and yoga workout DVDs. He also enjoys getting real with his true feelings, candle lit dinners and working to unite mankind in peace and understanding, stamping out hunger and war. He would also like a kick-ass Ferrari.

MACON BLAIR / Macon, aka THE WOLFMELT
He lives in Brooklyn, kinda near Flatbush. He writes

screenplays and comic books and goes to his spiritually fulfilling office job when he’s not working on movies. He is disease-free, great with kids, and looking for “the whole package.” Enjoys cooking, dancing, long walks at dusk, and crystal meth directly off a hunting knife.

PAUL GOLDBLATT / Paul, aka THE VAMP
A Fangoria nerd from way back, Paul spent his youth traumatizing his suburban neighbors with ghastly make-up effects. His parents’ basement served as headquarters for The Lab of Madness during the high-school years and he’s always worn many hats on Lab productions: blood, guts, pyro, stunts, costumes, miniatures, props, animation and just about everything else. MURDER PARTY is his feature acting debut (if you don’t count his tenth grade masterworks like Mega Cop 2000 or Not Without My Bitch.)  

WILLIAM LACEY / Bill aka THE GHOULYVILLE SLUGGER
William is a fixture on the New York rock scene, playing drums in the stealth-thrash outfit Battletorn and the grind juggernaut How We Lost The War, as well as recently forming the party rock four-piece Ain’t Rights. MURDER PARTY is his acting debut, though he’s been seen lurking the peripheries of many a Lab production in the past. He also shits standing up.

STACY ROCK / Lexi, aka FUTURE BITCH
A Brooklyn based singer/songwriter, Stacy Rock’s debut record One Way Home drew stellar reviews and comparisons to Aimee Mann, PJ Harvey, and “a lady Tom Waits.” Between recording and playing shows, she finds time to appear in wacked-out indie flicks like Until Death and MURDER PARTY, rightly fearing that she could become typecast as “the hot lunatic.” (And for the record, Stacy was a real trooper, having to work with all these gross boys.)

BILL TANGRADI / Zycho, aka THE DRUG DEALER
To research his role, Bill actually moved to Belarus for six months prior to shooting and worked for (the recently executed) Andrez “The King of Crank” Stabovich as a lookout and petty dealer. The intensity he brought to the part scared the hell outta people. He recently sold out and moved to Hollywierd, but before that he was a working New York actor, frequently appearing on Law & Order and Third Watch, as well as in the short Lovesick, which he also wrote.  

SKEI SAULNIER / Sky, aka THE JEERLEADER
Bottom line: she’s banging the director. Despite the fact that she has studied acting with Stella Adler, managed international advertising campaigns, negotiated million-dollar property deals and is more qualified to do almost anything than just about anyone...she still only got this part because she’s banging the director. We all totally knew it.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

JEREMY SAULNIER – Writer, Director, Cinematographer

Jeremy spent his youth making gross-out home movies with his pals. After graduating from NYU film school with honors, his high hopes were dashed by the brutal realities of corporate video production. After a test video he directed snowballed into a year long international advertising campaign, he saw the world and amassed a relative fortune. He blew it all on Murder Party.

His short film, Crabwalk, won ‘Best Narrative Short’ at the 2004 Slamdance Film Festival and his cinematography is showcased in the feature film, Hamilton, which Richard Brody of The New Yorker online called “one of the most original, moving and accomplished American independent films in recent years”. He lives in Brooklyn with his darling wife and two dogs.

CHRIS SHARP – Producer/ Executive Producer

Chris went to Brown University and has lived in Park Slope Brooklyn ever since. He has worked as a producer and production manager in the commercial advertising world for the last seven years, (where his soul shrinks) and has been writing the great American fantasy novel in his downtime, (where it grows again.) He lives with his swell wife, has plans to get a new cat and will soon be the Premiere Fantasist of Our Time. Until then he will remain a producer, writer and hacktor for The Lab of Madness. He enjoys Snyders of Hannover Hard pretzels and Haribo Gold Bears.

SKEI SAULNIER - Producer

Skei transferred from The University of Virginia to study film at The New School University in New York City. A producer, wardrobe stylist and closeted thespian, Skei specializes in covering for the incompetent males that surround her. Her credits range from indie shorts to worldwide print campaigns for Fortune 500 companies.

MACON BLAIR - Executive Producer

As an executive producer, Macon wears a fancy Admiral’s hat, epaulets, an eyepatch, and smokes a corncob pipe. This is his ‘Means Business’ outfit, in which he provides creative/administrative/advertising juice for the Lab. He is the writer of the Hellcity comic book series published by Gigantic Graphic Novels, and numerous screenplays in various stages of production development. He has also appeared in several independent films, including Gretchen (directed by Steve Collins), UR4 Given (by Cinque Lee), Crabwalk (by Jeremy Saulnier), as well as various commercials, music videos, and episodic television.

KATE BARRY – Line Producer

Although Kate Barry is a halfling, she has a mind like a steel laser, simultaneously capable of crunching numbers, managing a crew, and putting out fires (literally and figuratively.) In addition to MURDER PARTY, Kate has line produced The Shanghai Hotel and The Dissection of Thanksgiving and produced Bert Prentice CEO. Kate was the duct tape that held together the slashed-up guts of MURDER PARTY.

CHRISTINA BARTH - Production Designer 

A Brazilian badass who knows set building AND chokeholds, Christina’s tireless work ethic inspired and energized those around her. A graduate of Santa Marcelina, Brazil’s premiere design school (duh), Christina has worked on a wide variety of film and television projects, music videos, and installations. Her recent work includes designing the feature Dirty Salsa and art directing a ten-million dollar (how many zeroes is that?) Bollywood super-production. Don’t fuck with Christina.

MARC BEROZA - Editor 

Despite his crippling Blackberry addiction, Marc is one of the most promising young editors on the scene. MURDER PARTY is his debut feature film as a cutter, after years of extensive television experience that earned him his rep for speed. A true jack-of-all-trades, he continues developing new projects as a producer and director, most recently a music video for new recording star Peter Toh.

ERIN DOUGHERTY - Costume Designer

A NYC based fashion stylist/costume designer, Erin is as versatile as she it adorable (which is lots.) Although she’s worked for such big-shot commercial clients like Virgin Mobile, American Express, Bravo and Comedy Central, she’s also lent her considerable talents to more intimate personal projects like John Cameron Mitchell’s Shortbus, Home with Marcia Gay Harden, and MURDER PARTY with a bunch of goofs that nobody knows yet. Erin’s unflagging cheerfulness and professionalism was a bright spot on set when everyone else wanted to strangle each other.

BROOKE BLAIR AND WILL BLAIR - Original Score

Brooke and Will live in Philadelphia and for years have composed for most Lab of Madness productions. This is because they are musically gifted and not at all because they are Macon’s little brothers and thus can be pressed to work for free. Their “day job” is recording and playing shows with their band, East Hundred (the singer of which is Beryl Guceri, who appeared in MURDER PARTY as Beryl the Unfortunate Photo Assistant.)

PAUL GOLDBLATT - Special Makeup Effects

Paul Goldblatt is a special effects make-up artist whose credits include Death Cab For Cutie, National Geographic Explorer, The History Channel, and a number of feature and short film projects. He graduated from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts and currently lives in New Haven, CT with his wife, Liz, and dog, Rosie. Check out his portfolio at www.paulgoldblatt.com. Persistent rumors that Paul and the notorious Virginia club owner/racketeer Horace Goldfarb are the same person remain unfounded.

DAVE ELLIS – Steadicam

Dave Ellis is one of the most in-demand Steadicam ops in the New York area. His credits are vast and wide ranging, including indie and big budget features, television and music videos. Working the Steadicam unit is extremely physically demanding and Dave keeps himself in prime physical condition with an exclusive diet of raw beef (three pounds daily) and uncracked peppercorns (multiple handfuls daily.) 
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