J E R E M Y   W A L K E R  +  A S S O C I A T E S,  I N C.

Dear Colleague:









April 7, 2005

We are very pleased to be representing the following films at the 2005 TriBeCa Film Festival.  Two of them – “SHOW Business” and “The Outsider” – offer exuberant, true-life looks at the creative process and the risks and rewards involved.  With “Transamerica,” Felicity Huffman, our favorite “Desperate Housewife,” takes on a supremely risky role and delivers an awards-caliber performance.  But it is “The Great New Wonderful,” from a director named Danny Leiner, which will surprise anyone familiar with his prior work and will surely resonate deeply with all audiences as they gather once again in lower Manhattan for this unique and increasingly important celebration of film.

“The Great New Wonderful,” “SHOW Business” and “The Outsider” are all World Premieres.  “Transamerica” had its world premiere at The Berlin Film Festival where it was honored with The Siegessäule Reader’s Prize, an audience award there. All four films are going on the market for distribution at TriBeCa.  They are listed here in the order of their first public or press screenings; press screenings always may change or be cancelled; please check in with us before the day.

TRANSAMERICA, written and directed by Duncan Tucker, is nothing short of a triumph for Felicity Huffman.  Anyone who watches “Desperate Housewives” knows she is a terrific actor, but her transformation here, into “Bree,” a biologically male, pre-operative transsexual who is shocked to discover that she has a son, is breathtaking. Bree's instinct is to turn her back on the past but her therapist insists she must confront it, withholding legal permission for Bree’s final operation until she has met the boy. Bree grudgingly dips into her precious operation fund and flies to New York to bail her son, Toby (Kevin Zeggers), out of jail. Toby assumes from Bree’s conservative appearance that she’s a Christian missionary who rescues street people by converting them to Jesus, and Bree lets this misconception stand.  When she learns that Toby intends to skip bail and hitchhike to L.A. to break into X-rated videos and search for his real father, Bree panics. She doesn't want him to interfere with her plans for a safe, quiet new life. She offers him a ride across the country, but along the way she encounters the family he left behind, and he hers. As each lies to and manipulates the other, Bree and Toby find themselves traveling across the heartland of a continent on an unexpected journey – TRANSAMERICA.  Runs 103 Min.

SCREENINGS:

Monday, April 11th, 5:00pm, TriBeCa Cinemas, Varick / Canal PRESS ONLY

Sunday, April 24th, 6:15pm, Stuyvesant High School Auditorium




Tuesday, April 26th, 6:30pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 2




Thursday, April 28th, 7:30pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 7

Felicity Huffman and her husband, William H. Macy, an executive producer on the picture, are expected in New York April 24th and 25th, Writer / Director Duncan Tucker is a New Yorker.

THE GREAT NEW WONDERFUL is populated by people you know: New Yorkers you see on the elevator, in the supermarket, at the gym.  Without a trace of sentimentality, director Danny Leiner paints five portraits of life in this city a year after 9/11.  Maggie Gyllenhaal’s Emme is a brilliant, ultra-competitive confectioner catering to the wealthy.  Olympia Dukakis’ Judy finds herself in a tired marriage and longing to make a meaningful connection.  Jim Gaffigan plays an office worker whose company-sponsored counselor (Tony Shalhoub) also becomes his tormenter.  Nasseeruddin Shah and Sharat Saxena play a diplomat’s security detail, but one of them is wound too tight.  And Tom McCarthy and Judy Greer play a young couple run ragged by an impossible child.  In a way, THE GREAT NEW WONDERFUL is a testament to our resilience.  But thanks to a number of extraordinary performances, the film also exposes the flip side of resilience: the shared emotions that lie just beneath the surface of our seemingly secure lives as we go about our daily business.  Running Time: 88 min.

THE GREAT NEW WONDERFUL

SCREENINGS:

Friday, April 22nd, 6:15pm, Stuyvesant High School Auditorium




Monday, April 25th, 2pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 7 (Press/Industry)



Tuesday, April 26th, 7:30pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 7




Friday, April 29th, 5:15pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 10

Director Danny Leiner is from Brooklyn.  

THE OUTSIDER is Nicholas Jarecki’s portrait of James Toback, the notorious New York movie director.  For structure, Jarecki makes it his business to chronicle the production of Toback’s last thriller, “When Will I Be Loved,” starring Neve Campbell.  But THE OUTSIDER is more than a behind-the-scenes look at moviemaking; it’s a “behind-the-eyes” look at a forceful, magnetic personality driven by keen intelligence, shaped by undeniable creativity, forged by joyful narcissism, hammered by insatiable compulsions and nurtured by many loyal, famous and powerful friends.  Like gambling on horses, ingesting 10,000 micrograms of LSD and indulging a voracious sexual appetite, making movies is a compulsion for Toback, something he simply must do.  And it’s something he does like nobody else.  Featuring Robert Downey, Jr., Brooke Shields, Mike Tyson, Harvey Keitel, Norman Mailer, Barry Levinson, Jim Browne, Robert Towne, Brett Ratner, Roger Ebert, Bijou Phillips and perhaps the only on-set interview Woody Allen has ever granted, THE OUTSIDER is far from hagiography.  But we imagine Jim’s pretty happy with it. Running Time: 83 min.

SCREENINGS:

Thursday, April 14th, 11:00am, TriBeCa Cinemas, Varick / Canal PRESS ONLY

Saturday, April 23rd, 8:30pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 3




Sunday, April 24th, 11:30 am, Regal Battery Park Theater 7 (Press/Industry)




Friday, April 29th, 9:00pm, Pace Schimmel Center




Sunday, May 1st, 1:15pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 8


Nicholas Jarecki and James Toback are both New Yorkers.

SHOW BUSINESS is the ultimate, exuberant look behind the scenes as four of last season’s biggest Broadway musicals rev up for Opening Night – and the triumph or tragedy that awaits them there at the hands of critics and those ultimate arbiters of success or failure, audiences.  As directed by Broadway producer Dori Berinstein, SHOW BUSINESS is a triumph of access.   Nowhere else will you see “Wicked” star Idina Menzel’s face getting painted green for the very first time, or hear Jeanine Tesori, composer of “Caroline, Or Change” wonder aloud to Tony Kushner in a haze of frustration if they shouldn’t just steal something from “Avenue Q.”  The team behind that Tony-winning show, too, is profiled, each firm in their faith in the work as critics debate whether on not the show will ever find an audience.  And speaking of critics, whose relationship to Broadway has never been so knowingly scrutinized, what of “Taboo”?  Great movies entertain us by pitting villains against heroes; when making a documentary, however, the filmmaker can only hope both sides show up by game time. Those who see SHOW BUSINESS will learn that, at least on Broadway, the hero does not always win, but when they do the victory is sweet indeed. 

SCREENINGS:

Monday, April 25th, 8:00pm, TriBeCa Performing Arts 1




Wednesday, April 27th, 12:15pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 11




Friday, April 29th, 3:15pm, Regal Battery Park Theater 1

Writer-director Dori Berinstein is a New Yorker.  Her next project:  producing the Broadway musical version of “Legally Blonde.”

We would love to discuss these projects with you well in advance of the Festival.  Please feel free to call us at 212-595-6161.

Jeremy Walker    Judd Stark    Christine Richardson    Jessica Grant   Steven Cooper
