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SYNOPSIS

This Filthy World is John Waters’ one-man show, a “vaudeville” act that celebrates the film career and tastes of the man William Burroughs once called “The Pope of Trash.”  Focusing in on Waters’ early negative artistic influences and his fascination with true crime, exploitation films, fashion lunacy, and the extremes of the contemporary art world, this joyously devious monologue elevates all that is trashy in life into a call to arms to “filth followers” everywhere. 

ABOUT THIS FILTHY WORLD
“All young people need somebody bad to look up to and I hope I can do that for you tonight. Sort of a filth elder, if you will.”

- John Waters in This Filthy World

“Filth” as irreverent high comedy has always been writer/director John Waters’ signature. With a cannon of films that includes his 1972 breakthrough film Pink Flamingos, the 1981 cult classic Polyester, the slyly affectionate 1960s send-up Hairspray (which inspired the hit Broadway musical as well as the all-star Hollywood reinvention currently in production), and his most recent A Dirty Shame, Waters has proven over the past four decades that when it comes to pushing the line of good bad taste in terms of satire, he has become a trash master. 

This Filthy World gives a glimpse of what Waters is up to when he isn’t directing Kathleen Turner as a suburban mom with a penchant for killing those who insist on wearing white after labor day (as in 1994’s Serial Mom), or Melanie Griffith being kidnapped by underground film terrorists (as in Cecil B. DeMented).  Directed by Jeff Garlin (TV’s “Curb Your Enthusiasm”), This Filthy World is a filmed concert performance of Waters’ alarming but never mean-spirited monologue of the same name, one that he has been perfecting and expanding over the course of 35 years, to the delight of audiences and cinephiles everywhere.

Filmed in 2006 over two nights at the Harry De Jur Playhouse in New York City, This Filthy World offers Waters’ insights on everything from the director’s own childhood to his obsession with Michael Jackson, capital punishment, artistic censorship and why he always admired the Wicked Witch of the West more than Dorothy. 

Waters began making movies in the mid ‘60s, ultimately self-distributing his films Mondo Trasho and Multiple Maniacs as midnight screenings in various art-house theaters across the country. With little more than a film print in his trunk, Waters traveled from city to city, handing out flyers on corners as the promotional means to get bodies into theater seats. The director’s stage performances began at this time as well, with Waters introducing his films and also his longtime star, Divine, who would come out on stage horrifying and delighting audiences by throwing fish and having “modeling fits.” Over time, Waters soon took this act on the road to film societies at various colleges, punk rock clubs, comedy clubs, traditional theaters and even Oxford University. This Filthy World is the culmination of this irreverent stand-up/nightclub routine as it has changed and mutated over the years.  

Red Envelope Entertainment, the division of Netflix dedicated to funding and acquiring original content, were hooked on making a film of Waters’ act after executive Ted Sarandos caught the show live in Pittsburgh in 2005, where it was sponsored by the Warhol Museum.

Although he’s probably now best known for his performances on-screen opposite Larry David on HBO’s “Curb Your Enthusiasm” and co-starring with Eddie Murphy in the feature film Daddy Day Care, director Garlin has actually had a great deal of experience behind-the-camera directing “Curb,” Jon Stewart’s and Denis Leary’s HBO specials, as well as the feature film “I Want Someone to Eat Cheese With.”  The two found their senses of humor to be a good match with Garlin declaring, “John Waters is witty and wonderful,” and Waters calling the collaboration “a mutual admiration society.”

Waters and Garlin enlisted trusted production designer Vincent Peranio (who has served as the production designer on all of Waters’ films since Multiple Maniacs) to help bring the stage act to screen.

The result, This Filthy World, is a performance from Waters that overflows with irreverent charm and stinging insight. 

ABOUT THE TEAM
JEFF GARLIN, Director/Producer
Jeff Garlin's talent encompasses writing, producing, directing, acting and performing stand-up comedy. 

Garlin both co-stars and executive produces the HBO series "Curb Your Enthusiasm." The unique comedy, which is one of the rare television shows to become part of the national zeitgeist, stars "Seinfeld" creator Larry David with Garlin portraying his loyal manager.  The critically acclaimed series has won numerous awards, including the Golden Globe Award for Best Comedy, The Danny Thomas Producer of the Year Award from the Producers Guild of America, and the AFI Comedy Series of the Year award. 

Born and raised in Chicago and then South Florida, Garlin studied filmmaking and began performing stand-up comedy while at the University of Miami.  He has toured the country as a stand-up comedian, is an alumnus of Chicago's Second City Theatre, and has written and starred in three critically acclaimed solo shows ("I Want Someone to Eat Cheese With," "Uncomplicated" and "Concentrated").  Garlin recently adapted his solo show "I Want Someone to Eat Cheese With" into an independent film.  It premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival this year to critical acclaim and will be released in theatres in 2007.  Garlin has also directed "Curb Your Enthusiasm" and both Jon Stewart ("Unleavened") and Denis Leary ("Lock-n-Load") in their HBO specials.

Garlin has extensive feature acting credits, including a starring role opposite Eddie Murphy in the Columbia/Tristar comedy Daddy Day Care. 

Jeff lives with his wife, two sons and two dogs in Los Angeles.  His hobbies include eating puddin' and taking naps.

JOHN WATERS, Writer/Performer
Born in Baltimore, MD in 1946, John Waters was drawn to movies at an early age, particularly exploitation movies with lurid ad campaigns. He subscribed to Variety at the age of twelve, absorbing the magazine's factual information and its lexicon of insider lingo.  This early education would prove useful as the future director began his career giving puppet shows for children's birthday parties.  As a teen-ager, Waters began making 8-mm underground movies influenced by the likes of Jean-Luc Godard, Walt Disney, Andy Warhol, Russ Meyer, Ingmar Bergman, and Herschell Gordon Lewis.

Using Baltimore, which he fondly dubbed the "Hairdo Capitol of the World," as the setting for all his films, Waters assembled a cast of ensemble players, mostly native Baltimoreans and friends of long standing:  Divine, David Lochary, Mary Vivian Pearce, Mink Stole and Edith Massey.  Waters also established lasting relationships with key production people, such as production designer Vincent Peranio, costume designer Van Smith, and casting director Pat Moran, helping to give his films that trademark Waters "look."

Waters made his first film, an 8-mm short, Hag in a Black Leather Jacket in 1964, starring Mary Vivian Pearce.  Waters followed with Roman Candles in 1966, the first of his films to star Divine and Mink Stole.  In 1967, he made his first 16-mm film with Eat Your Makeup, the story of a deranged governess and her lover who kidnap fashion models and force them to model themselves to death.  Mondo Trasho, Waters' first feature length film, was completed in 1969 despite the fact that the production ground to a halt when the director and two actors were arrested for "participating in a misdemeanor, to wit:  indecent exposure."

In 1970, Waters completed what he described as his first "celluloid atrocity," Multiple Maniacs.  The film told the story of Lady Divine and her lover, Mr. David, proprietors of a freak show who lure unsuspecting suburbanites into their tents to witness "The Cavalcade of Perversions."  In 1972 Waters created what would become the most "notorious" film in the American independent cinema of the 1970's, Pink Flamingos.  Centered on the great battle to secure the title "Filthiest People Alive," Pink Flamingos  pitted Divine's "Babs Johnson" against Mink Stole and David Lochary's truly evil "Connie and Raymond Marble," while turning Waters into a cult celebrity.  Pink Flamingos  went on to become a smash success at midnight screenings in the U.S. and all over the world.

Waters followed the success of Pink Flamingos with three more pictures, spanning the remainder of the decade.  In 1974 he created Female Trouble, the story of Dawn Davenport (Divine), a criminal who wanted to be famous so badly she committed murder.  1977 marked the premier of Desperate Living, a monstrous fairytale comedy starring the notorious Mafia moll turned stripper Liz Renay.  In 1981 Waters completed Polyester, a wide-screen comic melodrama starring Divine and Tab Hunter.  Filmed in glorious "Odorama," ticket buyers were given scratch 'n' sniff cards that allowed the audience to smell along with the characters in their fragrant search for romantic happiness.

In Hairspray (1988), Waters created "an almost big-budget comedy extravaganza about star-struck teen-age celebrities in 1962, their stage mothers and their quest for mental health."  The film was a box office and critical success and starred the then unknown Ricki Lake, Deborah Harry, the late Sonny Bono, Jerry Stiller, Pia Zadora and Ric Ocasek.

The success of Hairspray brought Waters major Hollywood backing for his next feature, Cry-baby (1990), a juvenile delinquent musical comedy satire, starring Johnny Depp.  In 1994, Waters released Serial Mom, the well reviewed, socially un-redeeming comedy starring Kathleen Turner and Sam Waterston, which was the closing night attraction at that year's Cannes Film Festival.

Pink Flamingos, the ultimate trash masterpiece, was again in theatres for a 25th Anniversary re-release in 1997, complete with newfound footage.  Commenting on the long-lasting popularity of the film, director Waters proudly boasts, "it's hard to offend three generations, but it looks like I've succeeded."

Pecker, a feel-good movie about lesbian strippers, pubic-hair harassment and amateur photography, was released in 1998.  It starred Edward Furlong and Christina Ricci.  The Japan Times called it "a Disney film for perverts."

Cecil B. DeMented, a comedy action-thriller about a young lunatic film director (Stephen Dorff) and his gang of film cultists who kidnap a real-life Hollywood movie goddess (Melanie Griffith) and force her to act in their own Super 8 underground movie, was released in 2000.  Kevin Thomas of The LA Times, called Cecil B. DeMented “a fast, furious and funny fusillade of a movie.”

A Dirty Shame concerns head injury sufferers who, after their concussion, experience a carnal lust they cannot control.  It stars Tracey Ullman, Johnny Knoxville, Selma Blair, and Chris Isaak. Rated NC-17 by the Motion Picture Association of America, Peter Travers of Rolling Stone called the film “wicked, kinky fun.”

In addition to writing and directing feature films, Waters is the author of five books: Shock Value, Crackpot, Pink Flamingos and Other Trash, Hairspray, Female Trouble and Multiple Maniacs, and Art: A Sex Book (co-written with art critic Bruce Hainley).  He is also a photographer whose work has been shown in galleries all over the world.  His newest exhibition, “Unwatchable” will open simultaneously in April, 2006 at the Marianne Boesky Gallery in New York City and the Simon de Pury Gallery in Zurich, Switzerland.

John Waters’ one man spoken-word lecture entitled “This Filthy World” is performed at colleges, museums, film-festivals and comedy clubs across the United States.  In 2004, the music compilation CD entitled “A John Waters Christmas” was released by New Line Records and will be followed up in Fall, 2006 by “A Date With John Waters”.  In February, 2006, Waters became the host of a new television series on the here! TV Network called “John Waters Presents Movies That Will Corrupt You.”  

As an actor, Waters has appeared in many motion pictures including Jonathan Demme’s “Something Wild”, Woody Allen’s “Sweet and Lowdown”, Herschell Gordon Lewis’ “Blood Feast 2: All You Can Eat” and Don Mancini’s “Seed of Chucky.”  He also plays “The Groom Reaper” in an upcoming series on CourtTV entitled “Til Death Do Us Part.”

Waters is a member of The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and is on the Wexner Center International Arts Advisory Council.  He is also a member of the boards of The Andy Warhol Foundation and Printed Matter.
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MICHELE ARMOUR, Producer
With over twenty years of experience in the production industry, Emmy-nominated Producer Michele Armour brings a wealth of knowledge and a distinct expertise in management, deal making, and talent relations to her role in creating memorable, unique and cutting edge television.

Armour began her career at CBS where she quickly moved into senior management.  During her seven years with the company, Armour was involved in a number of series and specials across all aspects of the network’s programming including daytime programming (“As the World Turns” and “Guiding Light”), news (“Newsmakers,” Presidential Election Coverage), sports (The NBA Finals, The NCAA Final Four, The US Open), and primetime specials (New Year’s Eve, The Miss USA Pageant).

After leaving CBS, Armour continued in her role as Producer in association with a number of cable, broadcast and syndication outlets including MTV, VH1, TBS, ESPN, HBO, and ABC.  She has added her considerable talents to such series as “It’s Showtime At The Apollo,” “Upright Citizens Brigade,” “Viva Variety,” and “Strangers with Candy,” and special including “Lewis Black: Death and Taxes,” “The Comedy Central Roast of Denis Leary,” and “David Blaine: The Man and the Magic.”

Under the banner of Marobru Productions, which Armour founded with her husband Rob Bruce in 1998, she has experienced continued success with the Comedy Central series “Comic Groove,” again with “Tracy Morgan: One Mic” featuring the SNL alumnus, and most recently with “Chappelle’s Show.”

In 2002, Armour reached a new pinnacle when Comedy Central premiered Marobru Production’s in-your-face comedy “Chappelle’s Show.”  In her role as Executive Producer for this Emmy-nominated, award-winning series, Armour has been responsible for overseeing all financial, legal, and production aspects of this critically-acclaimed and highly-rated show.  Over the course of three seasons, the multi-million dollar budgeted “Chappelle’s Show” has become a cultural phenomena.  Armour has used innovative, versatile and ambitious production strategies utilizing a number of styles and media including standup, sketch and music, shot on film, 24p, DV, single camera, and multi-camera in-studio and on location.  “Chappelle’s Show” has gone on to become a history making hit for both Marobru and its star Dave Chappelle, and has set a record as the highest and fastest selling television series on DVD. Armour’s most recent project is “Talkshow with Spike Feresten” which premieres September 16th on FOX, where she is co-executive producer.
Armour resides in Tappan, New York with her husband Rob Bruce, and continues to develop new projects for television and film. 

TED SARANDOS, Executive Producer

Ted Sarandos has led content acquisition for Netflix since 2000. With more than 20 years’ experience in home entertainment, Ted is recognized in the industry as an innovator in film acquisition and distribution.   

Ted oversees strategic content acquisition for Netflix and manages the company's relationships with studios, networks, filmmakers and producers.  Since 2000, the Netflix library has increased tremendously, from 2,000 in 1999 to 65,000 this year.  As Netflix has grown to 5 million subscribers in 2006, Ted has established Netflix as a successful film distributor within the entertainment industry. 

Ted has also spearheaded the company's original content initiative, Red Envelope Entertainment, creating a national platform for films and entertainment programming through unique partnerships with filmmakers, networks and studios, including IFC, HBO, ThinkFilm and Sundance Channel.  These unique deals enable Netflix to provide the broadest variety of films for consumers as well as offer an alternate distribution method for smaller and independent films that might not otherwise be seen.  Ted ensures that the 65,000 titles in the Netflix DVD library satisfy the more than 4 million Netflix subscribers who rent about 1.4 million DVDs per day. 

Ted began his home video career managing a metropolitan retail chain from 1983 to 1988.  He then moved to video distributor ETD, where he served as Western regional director of sales and operations.  Until March 2000, Ted was vice president of product and merchandising for Video City, where he negotiated the industry’s first DVD revenue sharing agreement and reduced the cost of content from all studios.

Ted is a former chapter president and board member for the Video Software Dealers Association.  He also serves on the Film Advisory Board for Tribeca Film Festival, the retail advisory board for the Digital Entertainment Group, FIND Advisory Board and MediaRights.org, as well as a serving as a trustee for International Documentary Association.  Ted was also most recently included in Variety's Global 50, a list of the 50 most influential people in independent film distribution. 

An avid consumer of popular culture, Ted keeps abreast of the entertainment industry by reading the dailies and trades cover-to-cover, attending the latest and greatest events in Hollywood and traveling and skiing in his coveted downtime.  He lives in Los Angeles with his two kids.  Ted owns an HD TV and uses Netflix to catch up on films he hasn't seen in person.

About Red Envelope Entertainment

Having given audiences a first, and sometimes exclusive, peek at nearly 60 films since its original content initiative launched in 2000, Netflix has taken its commitment further with the establishment of Red Envelope Entertainment.  Red Envelope Entertainment is a division of the Netflix content group overseen by Chief Content Officer Ted Sarandos.

The new, Beverly Hills-based division of Netflix seeks to acquire and fund original content -- with a focus on independent film, foreign-language features and documentaries – and distribute them through the company’s online DVD subscription service as well as other channels that may include theatrical, sell-through, rental, download and international.

Red Envelope Entertainment works to “democratize” film distribution by giving films and filmmakers equal access to Netflix subscribers across the U.S.  The division’s name and logo were inspired by the company’s iconic red mailers.  

“Our subscribers enjoy deep and varied content, and we are adept at promoting smaller, unique films along with large blockbusters,” said Bahman Naraghi, newly appointed head of Red Envelope Entertainment, who previously served as a top executive at Intermedia Films, Miramax and Universal Studios.  “We look forward to benefiting both makers and lovers of great films – wherever they may be and whatever their tastes may be.”

Through its original content initiative, the company has partnered with a variety of studios and production companies including HBO, Showtime, IFC, Think Film and Big Beach Films.  Some of its projects during the last five years include the Oscar-winning documentary Born Into Brothels,, Tim Robbins’ scathing anti-war satire Embedded/Live, Michele Ohayon’s quirky documentary Cowboy Del Amor and the 2005 Sundance Film Festival favorite The Puffy Chair.  Among its recent projects are The Bituminous Coal Queens of Pennsylvania, a documentary produced by “Everybody Loves Raymond” co-star Patricia Heaton; and the upcoming, Sundance-acclaimed post-prison drama Sherrybaby¸ starring Maggie Gyllenhaal.

Netflix is committed to providing consumers with access to the widest variety of films available.  With over 60,000 titles, the Netflix catalog spans every major genre, from documentaries and dramas to comedies and how-to.  To that end, Red Envelope Entertainment is acquiring and funding original content projects to increase consumer options and provide an innovative method for film distribution.  While giving filmmakers a platform to expose less commercial projects to a broader audience, Red Envelope Entertainment looks to leverage its proprietary technology to offer subscribers unique and original content to which they wouldn’t otherwise have access.  The original content initiative creates a national distribution channel for films and entertainment programming otherwise not available to broad audiences.  For more information, visit www.netflix.com. 
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